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of tlieir inquiry, and to be ready to adopt from all the different systems and sects such tenets as they thought agreeable to it. They preferred Plato to the other philosophers, and looked upon his opinions concerning GOD, the human soul, and things invisible, as conformable to the spirit and genius of the Christian doctrine. One of the Principal patrons of this system was Ammonicus Saccas, who at this time laid the foundation of that sect, afterwards distinguished by the name of the New Platonics in the Alexandrian School.
ECONOMICAL. The economical method of disputing was that in which the disputants accommodated themselves as much as possible to the taste and prejudices of those whom they were endeavouring to gain over to the truth. Some of the early Christians carried this condescension too far, and abused St. ^Paul's example. (1 Cor. ix. 20.)
ECUMENICAL. A term applied to general councils of the Church, to distinguish them from provincial and diocesan synods.
EDIFICATION. Literally a building up, and in the figurative language of the New Testament, a growing in grace and holiness, whether of individuals or of the Church.
A pretence of greater edification has been a common ground of separation from the Church: but most absurdly, for "Edification," says Dean Sherlock, in his resolution of some cases of conscience which respect Church communion, ee is building up, and is applied to the church, considered as GOD'S house and temple ; and it is an odd way of building up the temple of GOD, by dividing and separating the parts of it from each other. The most proper signification of the word which our translators render by edification, is a house or building; and this is the proper sense wherein it belongs to the Christian Church : ye are God ^husbandry, ye are God's building, that is, the Church is GOD'S house or building. Thus the same Apostle tells us that in CHRIST, the whole building, (that is, the whole Christian Church,) Jitly framed together, groweth unto an holy temple in the LORD. (Ephesians, ii. 21.) Hence the governors of the Church are called builders, and the Apostles are called labourers together ivith GOD, in erecting